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AMOS GIBB RIVER
Your mission, Jim, should you
decide to accept it, is to make
Stefan believe Townsend’s
information. As always, should
you or any of your IM Force be
caught or killed, the secretary
will disavow any knowledge of
your actions. This tape will
self-destruct in five seconds.
Good luck, Jim.

INSIDE

I

n the TV series mission
impossible, Jim Phelps and his
team accept each mission
knowing that they go on their own
and in the event of a catastrophe
they have no one to turn to!

When we commit to the commission
of Jesus we are assured of the exact
opposite, Jesus said, “I will go with
you; you will be in my presence
always” (Matthew 28:20).
This is the comfort we have when
serving our Saviour in obedience.

During July, AMOS Kimberley 2014
allowed a team of eight from
Duncraig Christian Fellowship (WA)
to join Paul and Joanne Johnson
from Mueller Community Church
(Qld) in a mission to reach the
Aboriginal people of the Kimberley,
having this assurance.
We arrived in Broome, 2415
kilometres north of Perth, and after a
quick swim at Cable Beach went to
the camp to change and look
through all the equipment we would
use for the program that night. At
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CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT
Being community together,
with Christ at the centre, is
one of the original hallmarks
of our movement. I grew up
in Northern Tasmania, and a
major theme from my early
days was that church was
family by extension. Whether
it was the bustling Sunday School, the Sunday
evening sing-alongs with a guaranteed supper,
the youth conferences and camps, or the family
fun days, belonging and serving together was
the underlying tone of Christian life.
The recent CCCAust conference in Sydney was a
further taste of what life in Christ can and
should be on a wider scale. People from all ages,
states, and churches, came together to praise
God, encourage one another, and be
strengthened and shaped by God’s Word for
continued service together in His kingdom.
One of the key themes that came through the
conference was that as Christians we are never
entitled but always in need of receiving God’s
grace. The rhythm of our lives should be like
that of the woman in Luke 7:36-50; constantly
moving from a position of acknowledging our
need of forgiveness that propels us toward
worship and loving service of the One who
has forgiven all in Christ. Understanding that
we are entitled to nothing we are
overwhelmed by a love which we can’t help
but express to others. We therefore move to
create families and communities of God’s love
wherever we are.

DAVID SMITH PROFILE
David Smith B Bus, B Min, MA (Th), DTh (Cand).
Principal – Perth Bible College
Elder – Duncraig Christian Fellowship, Perth, WA, Australia
CCCA National Committee member for WA
David, currently the Principal of
Perth Bible College, has a
background in a variety of business,
pastoral and teaching roles. He is
involved in leadership, training,
preaching and overseas mission,
having a heart for people to be
gripped by God’s grace and
equipped for a life of passionate
service.
In his capacity as Principal, David
lectures in the fields of Pastoral
Ministry, Leadership, Preaching,
Theology and Hermeneutics. Cross
culturally, he has been involved in
leading short term mission teams
and in leading Pastor’s Conferences
in Cambodia since 2008. Nationally,

he serves on the board of Emmaus
Bible College and on the Board of
the Christian Community Churches
of Australia.
At present David is undertaking
Doctoral studies in Practical
Theology, seeking to develop a
church evaluation model that
incorporates, integrates and aligns
both the essence and expression
aspects of the church.
David, his wife Judy and their three
children attend Duncraig Christian
Fellowship, Perth, WA, where David
has a teaching role and serves as an
elder.

Consider “Working Together” with Stewards
when your church has financial needs
Established to support the Christian Brethren Movement,
the Foundation:
• Provides loan finance for new projects, extensions, vehicles,

office equipment etc
• Accepts funds on deposit at competitive interest rates
• Arranges Insurance

As part of the CCCAust team for the last 6 years
I know that this communal spirit and loving
heart is behind all that CCCAust does and
represents. I pause to thank Ross Bunyon, who
has recently stepped down as Chairperson for
CCCAust Ltd, for his pioneering leadership
since the inception of CCCAust and for his
untiring passion for unity and vitality to be
realised among our churches and across our
nation. We are thankful for his willingness to
continue serving CCCAust Ltd as a regular
Board member.

• Funds Christian Schools
• Acts as trustees of Church property
• Administers gifts, bequests, endowment funds
• Owns, operates and funds Christian Retirement Villages
• Offers membership to people who attend Christian Brethren

Churches
Assisting Christian Community Churches of Australia and related
Organisations, Brethren Missionaries and Brethren Workers
both practically and financially
PO Box 230, South Hurstville NSW 2221
P: 02 9547 3110 F: 02 9547 3116
M: 0419 747 227
admin@stewardsfoundation.com.au
www.stewardsfoundation.com.au

Again we are reminded that we are called by a
triune God of love that created life, relationship
and community as a reflection of His image.
Let us as a loving community together, today,
reflect this image brighter and wider, to bring
glory to His holy name.
David Smith
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
4:30pm we set up outside at the
Broome People's Church then enjoyed a
sausage sizzle with about 40 people,
most of whom were aboriginal men,
which was unusual but great.
It was a good night and getting our first
program completed with all the various
costumes and props was a relief.
The next day we packed all the tents
and swags in the trailer and after lunch
headed to Looma Community. Looma
has around 500 people when all at
home and it was fun to walk around
dressed up in costume, gathering
children as we went. It is in a beautiful
setting and as the sun set we were
ready to present our second program to
around 80 people, many children but a
good group of parents too. Paul
Johnson is a natural at outdoor ministry
and with tricks, that all have a Christ
centred message, he soon gets the
audience involved.
By now the team is not content with
just doing the program well but we
want to do it very well and Paul is
always offering helpful advice.
There are 7 different presentations that
include puppets, drama and
combinations of signs and special
lighting effects that gives a gospel
message over and over.
By 8:00pm we had packed up and
headed off to find our bush campsite
next to the Fitzroy River. As we arrived
we saw many gleaming eyes that were
spread across the water, fresh (we hope)
water crocodiles. For many of the team
this was both exciting and a little
intimidating but after a good couple of
hot dogs we set up our swags and
enjoyed the warm, still evening beneath
the canopy of stars and clouds, till we
woke around 6:00am.
All intact we were able to relax for a
while after breakfast then shared a
devotion before some intense training
on the areas that needed some
improvement in our presentations.
After an early lunch we headed to
Derby where we would run three
programs in different communities.
After leaving Derby we travelled
through the Kimberley along the Gibb
October 2014

River Road, approximately 850
kilometres to Kununurra. The road was
established to service the many cattle
stations throughout this area, yet is
unsealed and closed from November to
May each year due to the big wet that
turns the creeks into rivers and the red
dusty dirt into mud.

Each day the team would reflect on
what God was teaching us and to help
with this, a team member would lead us
in devotions, intentionally seeking to
identify lessons we needed to apply to
our lives and how we could best
present Christ through the opportunity
before us.

To travel this road you need a well built
4WD vehicle, general supplies to last 7-8
days, plenty of fuel, an adventurous
spirit, a delight in God’s creation and
willingness to sleep in campsites
without running water and other mod
cons that we are all so very accustomed
to.

This year there were numerous lessons
to learn and none more important than
our dependence on God.

When we arrived at each community we
would meet the Elders/Leaders and
follow their advice on where to set up
for our presentations. We were always
welcomed and given the best of what
they had available.
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Sometimes you just wonder why things
happen... or don't happen!
We had left the metropolis of Derby for
our next destination, 3 hrs into our
journey we decided to pull over for a
quick photo, a snack and stretch our
legs.
As we began to board our orange rig to
leave, Alex decided to check out the
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It was amazing. There is no other way to
describe it. And it occurred in exactly
that same area where we lost a wheel
from our trailer last year. (You might
remember that from our article then).
We reached Kununurra without any
further mechanical issues, which is hard
to believe, the mechanics at Mueller will
no doubt have plenty of things to
tighten, straighten, find and replace but
after several thousands of kilometres on
our outback Aussie roads I have to say
our faithful orange bus and trailer
served us, so very well.
During our mission our primary
objective is to present the gospel, the
good news that Jesus loves us and
enables us to have relationship with His
father. However, we learn from each
other about discipleship and how
having been saved we journey together
in the care and love of our God. The
experience of being together 24 seven
for 14 days is complete, it gives life to
the notion of living in community,
being interdependent, trust,
confidence, and accountability and
sharing.
Short term missions are one of the best
ways a Christian can spend some of
their holidays. There is lots of choice
and it doesn’t need to be overseas there
are so many opportunities within
Australia, with AMOS.
tow hitch. A brief " hey Paul I think you
need to look at this" was the beginning
of “Oh no, what are we going to do?!”, to
“Praise God we stopped when we did,”
“Praise God Alex decided to check the”
... and “Why did you do that Alex?”
Well, a picture is worth a thousand
words, so have a look and you will see
that the tongue of the tow hitch has
almost broken away. We had stopped at
just the right time. With two and a half
tonnes of trailer banging around on
safety chains while we descended a
rather large hill on a gravel road, we
could have been in some serious
trouble. Even with captain Paul at the
wheel it would not have been all that
much fun.
So we were very grateful that God is
always present and we thanked Him for
reminding us of that.
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The next problem, of course, was what
to do now. We were 30 minutes from
where we had repairs last year, “Over
the Range Tyres,” the one and only
mechanical service on the Gibb. So we
unhooked, intending to go there and
return in a couple of hours for our
“nomads” left on the side of the road.
After 30 minutes we pulled into the
spot for repairs, but it was gone.
Thankfully, next door was our next
mission stop, so after a quick chat to
John Bennett the CEO of the
community who happened to be
standing about 150 metres away and he
says, yeah no problem I have a welder
(person and equipment) right here... in
his quiet Texan voice, "Mervan can you
weld this up?", in 15 minutes... for free...
we were on our way, we found our
nomads, hooked up and well, as they
say, the rest is history.
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We are very grateful to AMOS, Paul and
Joanne Johnson and Mueller
Community Church, for resourcing and
providing the opportunity. To CCCAus
acknowledging that without the
conference in 2010 I may never have
known about AMOS. Being part of a
network for ministry, working together
and supporting and building one
another up is the model of the New
Testament church; it’s so good to be
part of it.
David Shaw
Pastoral Ministries
Duncraig Christian Fellowship (WA)
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Connect-1014_Layout 1 14/10/2014 10:26 am Page 5

Forcing Christianity into a systematized
set of behavioral expectations and
cultural norms fosters “religion,” which
focuses upon form and function rather
than nurturing a relationship with Jesus.
Cultural Christianity works against an
authentic experience of Jesus and his
transformational power. Controlling the
outcomes of a person’s encounter with
God produces a contrived and
prescriptive religious environment that
is defined by the cultural values and
worldview of the “stakeholders” of the
community, rather than the Holy Spirit.
In this religious environment,
outsiders—including unbelievers—
simply don’t feel they belong.

BLESS, BELONG,
BELIEVE, BECOME
In many established local churches today, the process of
becoming a part of the church community is for
someone to first believe in a prescribed set of doctrinal
and theological precepts; then behave in accordance
with the “norms” of the community; and then they can
belong by being validated by the leaders of the church
as being in compliance with the beliefs and behavioral
expectations of the community.
When the institutional norms of a
church or denomination—which are
generally tied to subculture values—
become the primary definers of
acceptability and “belongingness,” a
cultural Christianity emerges. Cultural
Christianity is one of the greatest
impediments to the advancement of
the Kingdom of God in the world today.
People who are not familiar with a
highly organized and narrowly defined
expression of local church find it very
hard to relate to the culture of the
church and struggle to fit in. Not only
are these local churches unattractive to
those outside the Church, but they also
seem to eventually repel many within
the church itself. This is supported by
the significant decline in attendance
numbers of mainline institutionalized
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churches globally, particularly in
Western society.
Brian Fulthrop, commenting on the
dramatic decline of church attendance
among Anglicans-Episcopalians in
North America states:
So it is true that how we do church
does need to be somewhat reevaluated. Probably we need more
organic church than institutionalized
church—as once a church (the local
church or the denomination) becomes
too institutionalized, it automatically
stops growing. Institutionalism tends
to come as a result of losing focus
(which can tend to focus on
maintaining an organization and its
structures over winning the lost and
engaging a lost world).2
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David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons
reporting on a major research project
that investigated the perceptions about
Christians within the general
population in the United States
concluded that Christians are known as
un-Christian because:
The church has lost its ability and
willingness to love and accept people
who are not part of the “insider” club.
This failure is draining the vigor from
our faith. We say we love outsiders, but
in many cases we show love only if it is
on our terms, if they are interested in
coming to our church, or if they respect
our way of life.3

We want young generations to
participate in our churches, but we
expect them to play by the rules, look
the part, embrace the music, and use
the right language.
As opposed to the “believe, behave,
belong” rite of passage of cultural
Christianity, I am convinced that when
people encounter an authentic
Kingdom community they will first be
uniquely blessed. Then as they are
unconditionally embraced by the
church community they will feel that
they have a place in the community—
that they belong. Through their
interaction with followers of Jesus they
will personally encounter Jesus and
have an opportunity to believe in him
and wholeheartedly begin the journey
to become all that God has uniquely
designed them to be.

CONTINUED OVER PAGE >>
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People should be blessed by their
encounters with followers of Jesus. Even
something little given or done out of
genuine love and compassion can make
a huge difference to a person who is
struggling to make sense of life,
especially those who have become
cynical and disillusioned by the
individualism and selfishness of those
around them. Greek philosopher Aesop
was absolutely right when he said, “No
act of kindness, no matter how small, is
ever wasted.” It is a Kingdom principle
that a tiny seed of goodness, love, grace
or kindness sown in the world can reap
an enormous harvest.4
Lana Gates, writing in the Phoenix
Examiner, shares the following
experience of how a little act of
kindness significantly impacted her life:
My husband made our bed this
morning. I am in awe. You see, in our 18
years of marriage, I can count on one
hand the number of times my husband
has done this deed all on his own.
There have been many times he’s
helped me make the bed, but today he
did it without my knowledge. And that

little act of kindness made my day!
Why would such a little thing mean so
much? Because it says to me that my
husband was thinking of me. He knows
I’ve been busy and wanted to do a
small thing to help me.5

Renowned novelist and historian
Charles Kingsley said, “Make it a rule
and pray to God to help you keep it . . .
never, if possible, to lie down at night
without being able to say ‘I have made
one human being at least a little wiser, a
little happier, or a little better this day.’”
Jesus called us to shine our light in this
world,6 and I believe the way that we
best do this is to give unconditionally to
others at their point of need.
Deliberately looking for the needs of
others around us and being prepared to
respond to those needs is an essential
part of light-shining Kingdom living.
Blessing others is the first step of
bringing them into the Kingdom.
If every follower of Jesus began each
day asking the Lord to reveal to them
someone in need—and then actively

journeyed through the day looking for
that “someone” to bless—the Kingdom
would quickly invade every corner of
this earth.
Why not give it a try and pray this
prayer every morning for a month:
Lord, I know there is someone you want
me to bless today. Help me to be
sensitive enough to your Spirit to
recognize that person when I encounter
them, courageous enough to respond
to the opportunity to care for them and
sacrificial enough to give what is
required to meet their need.
David G Wraight
Director of Ministry and Mission
CCCVAT
Warrandyte Community Church
1 Rowland Croucher, “Church Attendance in Australia,” John
Mark Ministries online magazine, 10 April 2006; Noelle Knox,
“Religion Takes a Back Seat in Western Europe,” USA Today 11
August 2005.
2 Brian Fulthrop, “Church Attendance Is Dropping Amongst
Anglicans-Episcopalians,” New Epistles online magazine, 15
September 2009.
3 David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons, unChristian (Grand Rapids:
Baker Books, 2007), 219.
4 Matthew 13:31–33
5 Lana Gates, “Little Acts of Kindness Can Make a Big
Difference,” Phoenix Examiner, 9 February 2009.
6 Matthew 5:16
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Make a difference
with your super!
October 2014
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HOW
MUCH
SUPER
DO I
NEED?
Let’s talk about Super. Have you ever considered how much
superannuation you will need for your retirement?
To have a comfortable retirement it is
calculated that single people will need
$430,000 in retirement savings, and
couples will need $500,000.1

What is a comfortable
retirement?
A comfortable retirement is defined as
enabling an older, healthy retiree to be
involved in a broad range of leisure and
recreational activities and to have a
good standard of living through the
purchase of such things as; household
goods, private health insurance, a
reasonable car, good clothes, a range of

electronic equipment, and domestic
and occasionally international holiday
travel. For Christians, this can also
include time and resources to be
generous and mission-minded.

What is a modest retirement?
A modest retirement is slightly better
than the Age Pension, but the retiree is
still only able to afford fairly basic
activities.
You can use this guide below to
estimate how much money you’ll need
to have a comfortable or modest

Comfortable retirement

Modest retirement

Single

$42,148 a year

$23,175 a year

Couple

$57,665 a year

$33,358

Holidays

One annual holiday in Australia

One or two short breaks each year
in Australia, near where you live

Dining Out

Regularly eat out at restaurants.
Good range and quality of food

Infrequently eat out at restaurants
that have cheaper food

Transport

Owning a reasonable car

Owning an older, less reliable car

Clothing

Reasonable to good quality
clothes

Basic clothes

Grooming

Regular hair cuts at a
good hairdresser

Regular hair cuts at a basic salon or
pensioner special day

Leisure

Take part in a range of regular
leisure activities

Take part in one paid leisure activity
infrequently. Some cinema trips

Electrical

A range of electronic equipment

Not much scope to run air conditioner

Home
Replace kitchen and bathroom
Improvement over 20 years

No budget for home improvements.
Can do repairs, but can't replace
kitchen or bathroom

Health

Private health insurance

October 2014

Private health insurance
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retirement. The Standard is updated
four times a year to take into
consideration the rising price of items
like food and utility bills, as well as
changing lifestyle expectations and
spending habits. The Standard includes
the cost of things such as health,
communication, clothing, travel and
household goods.
Many of us will spend more than a
quarter of our life retired, as people are
now living until an average age of 86
years (for males) and 89 years (for
females). Life expectancy is expected to
rise to 91 for males and 93 for females
by 2050. So, you might need more
money for your retirement than you
think.
Check on your retirement savings
projection with the Christian Super
Calculator at our website.
Christian Super invests your retirement
savings in line with your Christian
values. Investments are 100% ethically
screened to rule out abuse and
exploitation of people and resources,
and to invest in positive social and
environmental impact whilst
generating a good return. Independent
research has shown that investing
ethically does not disadvantage
financial returns.
If you would like to know more about
Christian Super and how your
superannuation could be changing the
world, visit www.christiansuper.com.au
or phone Member Care on
1300 360 907.
Source: ASFA Retirement Standard 2013
1 According to the Association of Superannuation Funds of
Australia’s Retirement Standard.
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THE LOCAL CHURCH

– THE HOPE OF THE WORLD?
Over 20 years ago I was sitting in the Willow Creek
auditorium, listening to Bill Hybels teach at their
leadership summit. I don’t remember much about that
conference but one phrase etched its way into my mind
and has impacted the way I see the local church.
Hybel’s claimed that “the local church
was the hope of the world.” My
thoughts turned back to my local
church and I struggled to see this truth.
We had started a new youth ministry
and we were seeing teenagers coming
to church. One Sunday morning one of
these young men happened to be at
the end of the Communion cup run and
being a veteran of 3 Communion
Services stood up and returned the cup
to the Communion Table. I was
impressed that he took the initiative
and felt comfortable enough to return
the cup to the table. After church I saw
one of the older gentlemen from the
church speaking with him and watched
the face of the young man turn from a
smile to uneasiness to distress. He was
rebuked for returning the cup to the
table because he was not a believer. We
never saw that young man again and to
this day have no knowledge if he walks
with the Lord or not. Where was the
hope of the world in that situation?
In contrast we were also involved in
camp ministry through CYC where we
saw many kids come to Christ each year.
The ministry was hailed a great success
but we saw very few of these kids
integrated into a local church. What a
great ministry but where did those kids
go to grow in their faith and to learn to
live for their Lord? We have no idea
where those kids are or how they were
developed in their faith.
Over the last 20 years God has
continually reinforced these two ideals
in my life. Is the local church the hope
of the world and do the para church
ministries stand alone or do they work
with and minister to the organisation
that should be the hope of the world?
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In NSW we have worked hard over the
last 8 years to challenge and encourage
the para church ministries to see the
church as the hope of the world, to see
that they do not stand alone,
independent but they serve to add
value to the local church.
So why is the local church the hope of
the world? The local church, a makeup
of very different individuals, followers of
Christ get to interact with people in
places that organisations can never get
to. We get to reflect Christ in our
community, at work and in our families.
We have this great support mechanism
called the local church where we get to
develop our understanding and walk
with Christ, where we get and provide
encouragement, are cared for and
provide care for others, getting an
opportunity to do good. Paul writes in
1 Thessalonians 5:12-18:
Dear brothers and sisters, honour those
who are your leaders in the Lord’s
work. They work hard among you and
give you spiritual guidance. Show
them great respect and wholehearted
love because of their work. And live
peacefully with each other. Brothers
and sisters, we urge you to warn those
who are lazy. Encourage those who are
timid. Take tender care of those who
are weak. Be patient with everyone.
See that no one pays back evil for evil,
but always try to do good to each
other and to all people. Always be
joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful
in all circumstances, for this is God’s
will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.

Why are the para church ministries so
important? They get to add value to
churches, helping churches do ministry
that the church could never do alone.
Over the last few years my church has
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benefited from Stewards Foundation
who have provided a loan to allow the
church to redevelop an industrial unit
into a church. We have seen 4 church
members get theological training
through Emmaus, with 2 of these now
employed by the church and having an
impact in the church. Our young people
serve as leaders through the Lutanda
Camps where they learn to serve, are
developing spiritually, learning
leadership skills, gaining a hunger to
share Christ with others and seeing
young people from the camps directed
back into our youth group.
We are also now seeing CBCS (Christian
Brethren Community Services) who in
the past have run well managed
retirement villages, engaging with our
churches to define what community
services they may offer to our local
churches to help them interact and
serve people in their communities.
Sometimes we need to sit back and
look at what we are doing as churches
and through our para church ministries.
Earlier this year a father and his two
daughters walked off the street into our
church. He testified in one of our
services this month that he knew he
was missing something in his life. The
church has welcomed him, encouraged
him, shared with him and his family the
hope that we have through Jesus. He
has loved the journey of discovering
who Jesus is and what Jesus wants from
him. He is still on the journey but what a
joy to be part of that journey. What a
difference from the boy who dared to
return the communion cup.
What a great light shines for our Lord
when the local church acts like the
hope of the world and our para
church ministries add value to the
church. May these partnerships
continue to grow and develop for the
Glory of our Lord.
Bradley Scott
CCCAust NSW Secretary
Elder - Kings Park Community Church
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who is the best person (and what's the
best plan) to do it.

BE BORN PREGNANT:

VIRAL CHURCHES
I’ve watched my wife go through three deliveries and if
there’s anything that I’ve learned through that, it’s that I
shouldn’t try and empathize or describe how it feels.
So, in an effort not to alienate my
female readers, I’m going to instead
relate this concept to one of the most
significant cultural events of my
lifetime: September 8, 1966. The
premiere of Star Trek. And, as any good
Trekker (they don't like to be called
Trekkies) knows, the most famous
episode in the whole series was “The
Trouble with Tribbles.”
David Gerrold wrote the episode
(maybe a little concerning that I know
that) featuring Tribbles, these cute,
furry, little animals who hate Klingons.
Everyone loves the Tribbles, but the
crew quickly discovers a problem when
they keep multiplying everywhere,
eating all the grain on this colony, and
taking over the whole ship. It’s Dr.
McCoy who is able to discover how this
is accomplished: tribbles are born
pregnant. All they have to do to
reproduce is eat. There’s a lot more to
the plot that results in the tribbles
saving the day, but that’s another blog
post that only those of you with
pointed plastic ears would really enjoy.
I am convinced that if we want to see a
Church Multiplication Movement, we’re
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going to have to get to the place where
churches are genuinely born pregnant.
As they grow, they naturally multiply. I
know a lot of church planting boot
camps that tell all their candidates that
they need to plant another church
within the first three to five years. I’ve
heard it and lived it firsthand. My
observation, however, is that if three
years is the goal, it’s going to miss—and
most don’t do it at three years anyway.
Regardless if it is three, five, or ten years,
none of those goals get birth on the
planter’s mind from the beginning. I’ve
never met a planter at the start of the
third year who has said, “Great! We have
enough people. Let’s plant a church.”
There’s always some push back. Instead,
from the very first meeting, church
multiplication needs to be discussed. It
needs to be clear at the beginning that
the church is going to be a church
planting church. The church will be
born pregnant.
That's why at Grace Church we
announced on the first Sunday that we
would be planting a church--we've got
it in our budget, we are talking about
location, and right now are looking at
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But, it can be hard to have babies so
soon. Just like it is in the natural realm,
though, it's not easy on the mother to
just keep having babies. (I don't
recommend talking to my wife about
having your next child while she is still
on the delivery table.) Johnny Crist,
pastor of the Atlanta Vineyard church,
perfectly explained to this a group of
planters I was mentoring when he
explained the process by saying,
“Church planting is like having a baby:
it’s bloody, it’s messy, and there’s a lot of
yelling, but afterwards you’ve got a
beautiful baby, and you want to do it
again. But not right away.”
So, if we're going to be born pregnant,
we need to plant churches soon--but
that also might require us doing it in
some new and different ways. While
this may also be challenging, it must be
the answer in order to make being born
pregnant sustainable. This would
incorporate my next characteristic for a
church planting movement: open more
lanes. More on that in the next post.
For now, I simply say: you were never
ready to have kids. There was not
enough money, time, sleep, and
clothes, but you did it anyway. So it is
with church planting. You have to be
intentional--to think pregnant early on-and to prioritize planting from the
beginning.
Ed Stetzer is President of LifeWay
Research and LifeWay’s Missiologist in
Residence. He has trained pastors and
church planters on five continents,
holds two masters degrees and two
doctorates, and has written dozens of
articles and books. Ed is a contributing
editor for Christianity Today, a
columnist for Outreach Magazine and
Catalyst Monthly, serves on the
advisory council of Sermon Central
and Christianity Today's Building
Church Leaders, and is frequently cited
or interviewed in news outlets such as
USAToday and CNN.

For more from Ed Stetzer visit
www.edstetzer.com
Copyright © 2014 ChurchLeaders.com (Used by permission
from Gavin Mork, who is the Pastor at City Light Balmain and
has started his church with a ‘Pregnant Church’ mindset.)
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INTERNATIONAL
TRAINING CONSULTATION
Across the world, in our
differing country contexts,
we know that we need to
be effective students of
God’s Word and to have
well trained leadership.
To help local churches with this focus,
Bible schools and training courses have
sprung up in many places especially in
the last three decades.
To encourage these existing and
embryo activities, 4-yearly consultations
of trainers and Bible teachers have been
organised in recent years by a steering
group with the hospitality of Emmaus
Bible College, Dubuque, Iowa, USA.
The third consultation was from 27 - 31
May 2014. There were over 70
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participants from 28 countries in five
continents. The focus was on biblical
hermeneutics and the contextualisation
of mission, but many workshops
focussed on practicalities of
institutional development, such as
accreditation of courses and ensuring
financial sustainability in widely
differing circumstances.
A report and papers from the
consultation are available at
www.brethrentraining.org, and the
outstanding main addresses by John
Hitchens of New Zealand (and formerly
Papua New Guinea) on the
contextualisation of mission may be
published in book form.
Often from our national locations we
fail to grasp the sheer scale of Brethrenheritage churches worldwide. There are
more than 25,000 congregations in at
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least 140 countries. For example, there
are countries in Africa where Brethren
assemblies are very strong, such as
Zambia, Congo, Angola and Chad which
together have more than 5,000
congregations. In Papua New Guinea
over 450 congregations have come into
existence since 1960. Argentina, once
considered a mission field has now sent
over 30 missionaries to serve God in
other countries. The need for effective
training is ever increasing and we left
the Dubuque III consultation very much
inspired to serve the Lord through
effective Bible teaching in our
respective countries and with a deeper
sense of fellowship with one another.
Neil Summerton (UK)
Len Smith (NSW) and David Smith (WA)
represented Australia at the recent
consultation.

October 2014
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TRUE DEVOTION
which Tim Kirkegaard wrote for the
conference, if you like. Pray that this will
be our prayer.
You are our one devotion, You are our
one desire
We give our lives to follow, we give You
all our hearts
You are our strength and leader, You are
our soul’s delight
We offer living worship, Oh Jesus have
our lives

Delegate Quote:
“I hadn’t been to any CCCAust events
for years and almost didn’t come (to
devoted conference), but after being a
part of this you can count me in!”

The 2014 National Conference held in June was
appropriately titled but ‘devoted’ was far more than
just a title for this conference. Every aspect of the
conference helped us grow into the devotion that the
Lord Jesus calls us to embrace.
Under the world-class teaching of Prof.
Darrell Bock and Dr. Steve McQuoid our
heads and our hearts were engaged as
they opened up Luke-Acts for us. We
were challenged to have both our
individual and corporate worship lives
reshaped by the Gospel of grace.
Jeremy Dunne provided more solid
teaching for our young people on the
Saturday night as they were
encouraged to give their all for Jesus.
And it wasn’t just the teaching that was
powerful. The band from West Pennant
Hills Community Church led us into
heartfelt worship of our saving God. Our
hosts, Allawah Community Church
welcomed us with loving enthusiasm
and a generous spirit. Seminar leaders
helped us engage thoughtfully with
specific aspects of a devoted life. And
our fellowship with brothers and sisters
from across the country was rich and
edifying. You left each day feeling like
this was a little taste of heaven.
But the real test of a conference is not
so much what happens on the
conference but what happens
afterwards. We want fruit that will last.
One of the hopes for the conference
October 2014

was that it would not only inspire
individuals but also churches and even
our network of churches as a whole in
our love and service of the Lord Jesus
and this is where there is real
encouragement. Coming out of the
conference there have been a number
of relationships that have begun to bear
fruit. A number of churches are looking
to work together where previously
there had been little connection. A
small group of pastors is meeting
regularly to encourage and spur one
another on. Worship leaders within
churches have connected with one
another. Youth leaders are looking for
more opportunities for combined
training events. And there is a greater
desire for our network of churches to
become a movement of churches
planting churches within our nation
once again and to work together
toward that end.
Please pray that devoted conference
will continue to bear fruit in the lives of
those who attended and amongst those
the churches they seek to serve so that
Jesus would be glorified. You can use
chorus of the song, ‘My One Devotion’
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Dave Thompson
Mascot Christian Fellowship

SIXTH
INTERNATIONAL
BRETHREN
CONFERENCE
ON MISSION
National leaders in the Brethren
movement worldwide are invited
to join the IBCM6 conference. It is
to be held at the Hotel Selene,
Pomezia, near Rome from
Monday 22 June to Friday 26 June
2015 (DV).
The purpose of the International
Brethren Conferences on Mission
(IBCM) is to bring together every
four years the national leaders of
local churches connected with
the Brethren movement across
the world for spiritual reflection,
fellowship and, we pray, renewed
experience of the Lord.
More details at www.ibcm.net
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WHAT IS CHURCH?
As a young youth leader I was keen to create a new
relevant youth focussed service. In a casual conversation
regarding the idea I was confronted with the question
“What is the purpose of the service?” The question
stopped me in my green tracks.
I thought, “If an idea seems like a good
idea do we really need to consider what
its purpose is?” I’m sure we would all
agree that having even a simple
purpose is essential for guiding any
ministry. However, there is a much
deeper question that we must confront
in ministry, it is “What is church?” At first
glance this should be an obvious
question for any Christian leader to ask
when reflecting on what is essential to
the life of the church. However, it is my
experience that often in our rush to “do”,
even if we consider the question of
purpose, we rarely take the time to
consider who we are to “be”.
In fact this question has largely been
buried or forgotten by the majority of
the church as it sidelines biblical and
theological reflection into the irrelevant
basket setting off in search of successful
formulas, “church growth strategies,
feel-good preaching, and styles of
ministry informed largely by secular
psychology” (McGrath 1996, p.12).
According to Wells the absence of such
deep biblical and theological reflection
as an integral part of the church’s life is
evident “in the vacuous worship that is
so prevalent…, in the erosion of its
conviction, in its strident pragmatism, in
its inability to think incisively about the
culture, in its revelling in the irrational.”
(Wells 1993, p.93). On the other hand
being closed to such reflection can
leave us ill-equipped to discern how to
express the gospel in ways that connect

to the ever changing society in which
we find ourselves. The continuation of
either a closed or an unreflective
mindset tends to produce a Christian
faith and expression centred on self
through closed tradition or success,
rather than on God. Church then
descends to become an entangled and
at times frenetic collection of activities,
or a continuation of what has been. At
its worst the end result is nothing short
of idolatry.
In defence of the church, its
marginalisation of theological reflection
is not without reason. According to
McGrath theology has failed to
communicate clearly and it has failed to
demonstrate its relevance to others
(McGrath, 1996, p.3).
However, the church needs a
reformation. The decline of biblical and
theological reflection within the church
has occurred not so much because of
the movement of theology into
irrelevance, but because of the
continuous movement of the church
toward the world. The church’s capacity
for acknowledging, discerning, or even
containing truth is diminishing. “And
while some hail this loss as a step
forward toward the hope of new
evangelical relevance, it is in fact a sign
of creeping death. The emptiness of
evangelical faith without theology
echoes the emptiness of modern life.
Both have elected to cross over into a
world in which God has no place, in
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which reality has been rewritten, in
which Christ has become redundant, his
Word irrelevant, and the church must
now find new reasons for its existence”
(Wells 1993, p.301). We cannot follow!
The church, and our churches, will only
find an increased capacity for truth, the
ability for thinking incisively about
culture, and uncover its own mission in
this world, if it rediscovers anew its
essential essence, a deep theology of
being that defines it – that is an
ecclesiology that supports and informs
its actions and directs its purposes. We
must embrace afresh deep reflection on
the redemptive story of Christ, which
upholds the timeless community of
faith, which is born of God. It is only
here that the church will find its
foundation and its reason for being –
and thereby be able to express itself as
a relevant reflection of Christ in this age.
It is only here that we will find the
power to speak boldly of God and for
God to this age, and the ability to pass
on faithfully the body of faith we have
received. For from out of us the future
will come, just as we came from the past
and all from Him who is the past, the
present and the future.
So instead of running headlong into
more unreflected action, or tightening
our grip on an unreflected past, we
pause and start our reflection.
Let’s ask again “What is church?” Not
what does it do, but what characterises
its very being?
David Smith
Elder of Duncraig Christian Fellowship
McGrath, A.E., 1996. A passion for truth: the intellectual coherence
of evangelicalism, Leicester: InterVarsity Press.
Wells, D.F., 1993. No place for truth, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.
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